THMP Pays Dividends to Participants
By John Woolfolk
Once again the Tennessee Hereford Marketing Program’s 2011 Fall Sale returned significant premiums to those that worked together in a Hereford marketing effort.  Prices for steers were consistently 2 cents to 5 cents higher than the average market price for similar weight and grade cattle that had not been preconditioned.  A new benchmark was reached when a pen of Hereford steers weighing an average of 813 pounds brought $1025 per head, a far cry from the marketing options that were available to Hereford breeders just twelve short years ago when the THMP was organized.
When compared to prices normally received for Hereford calves selling individually through auction rings, it is pretty easy to see that the THMP is putting an easy $75 or more per calf in the pockets of everyone participating.  
For the first time in several years, virtually all (5 from AL) of the 566 cattle selling were consigned by TN breeders.  High trucking costs coupled with increasing local prices for Hereford calves may now be making it unfeasible for many out-of-state breeders to ship into Tennessee to participate.  These 566 calves are a very small percentage of the Hereford & Hereford crossed calves in Tennessee.  With more consignments, larger groups could be formed, more buyers could be attracted and prices would increase even more.  The big unanswered question to me remains, “Why would any Hereford breeder choose not to participate?”  Every consignor should encourage those not now participating to do so in future sales.
Nationally, we are beginning to experience times when the available supply of Hereford cattle is not sufficient to supply the growing Certified Hereford Beef demand.  If the growth in demand by the Food Service industry continues in 2012, CHB will likely exceed all previous years in pounds of beef sold.  In order to meet that milestone, we have to make sure there is available supply.  Selling in a Hereford Feeder Sale is the best option that breeders in the Southeast have to contribute to the supply.
Unlike sales in the past couple years, cattle were not Age & Source Verified this year.  Recent relaxations in the Japanese age requirements for imported beef have eliminated any added value that was coming from participation in that program and thus removed the incentives to continue A & S verifications.

